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I have been a head teacher in a number of schools across the country and have always enjoyed this role.
However, this school is a very special place. I have had a wonderful few weeks at Saint Bartholemew’s. It
has been a privilege to work with the children and staff at the school. I have enjoyed visiting the classrooms
and talking to the children about the work they are engaged in.
I have been working closely with the staff and chair and vice chair of governors to ensure that the school
continues to run smoothly and all school development targets are met.
Thank you to parents for the support for our work at school. There were some spectacular hair styles for
the start of our Science Week. Mrs Davidson started it off with a whole school science experiment. We all
had our fingers crossed it would be amazing. It was the first time any of us had seen elephant toothpaste
being made!
Welcome
We welcome Miss Grace Carter into Palm class a student teacher who will be undertaking a 6 week work
placement with us. I am sure that you will make her feel welcome.
Farewell
Unfortunately Mrs Rachel Cox will be moving on to pastures new at the end of term 4. An advert for the position of Finance Manager will be posted after the February break.

Science week

This week in our school, each class has focused on a particular area to do with the theme Our Diverse
Planet. Our week began with a whole school assembly where a chemical reaction was demonstrated to the children with lots of
helpers chosen from the audience. The experiment was called Elephant Toothpaste and with supervision can easily be carried out at
home!
Apple Class began Science week with crazy hair day! The children named and labelled body parts, as well as learn about the skeleton and talk about what it is for. The children have learnt about their senses and looked at which body part is associated with each
sense.
What a super Science Week we have had in Palm Class. The week began with Mad Scientist Hair Day – both children and staff
looked fabulous! The children have focused on having a healthy lifestyle this week as part of our Animals including Humans topic.
They have tasted new and exciting fruit and vegetables whilst exploring our senses with sweet and sour tastes, the children kept a
food diary and analysed it in conjunction with their Food Pyramids, they even created a healthy meal for themselves. Finally in PE
they completed circuit training whilst monitoring their heartrates to compare how they felt before and after exercise, proving that it
really is important to keep fit and healthy.
Across the school the main focus has been on us as a diverse being on this wonderful planet and Oak Class also focused on the
diversity of animals through food chains and an educational visit to the Lincolnshire Wildlife Park. The children have measured,
observed, investigated, predicted and researched. This has allowed for the key skills of working scientifically to be further developed. It has been a fantastic week and the children have demonstrated the ability to ask probing and thoughtful questions. What a
journey! Well done everyone!
Willow Class enjoyed learning more about the human body and made plastic lungs to observe at first- hand how our lungs expand
when we breathe in oxygen and then contract when we exhale. We then investigated the impact of exercise on our hearts to further
develop the children's understanding of their hearts and the need to care of them, so that the oxygen that they breath in is transported around their bodies.

Parents Evening Parents evenings will take place on Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th March 2020 from 3.30pm
until 6pm. Please visit the main reception or phone the school office on 01775 640357 to book a convenient time to
see the class teacher.
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Class News
Apple Class
In Apple Class we have learnt a lot about Space this term, including labelling parts of
a rocket, ordering the planets, learning facts about each planet and sequencing events
on a timeline.
Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week and the children in Apple Class had a
wonderful week selecting and taking part in a variety of activities. We asked the children to choose at least one activity per day that they wanted to take part in - something they found fun, relaxing or an activity they had never tried before but wanted to
experience. The children came up with some fabulous suggestions and we tried to
plan in as many as possible. The activities included messy craft
sessions, a dance off competition, a beginner’s yoga class to relax little minds, exploring the school grounds and making mud
pies, having a party picnic, visiting the park to improve our fitness levels/enjoy the
great outdoors, making space themed desserts and also eating cake and pizza (after
learning about fractions). The children had a wonderful time and learnt about many
techniques and activities that help to look after their minds and body!

Palm Class
What a busy term we have had in Palm Class! The children have absolutely
loved our topic ‘Reach for the Stars’ where we have focused on Geography and
History through our Whole Cass Guided Reading, English and Topic lessons.
They wrote Non-Chronological Reports about different planets and learnt about
the First Moon Landing and Neil Armstrong. We have enjoyed reading our text
Whatever Next in English too and the children have produced some incredible
pieces of writing, namely letters to Mummy Bear and a set of instructions for
Baby Bear. In addition to this the children used 2D shapes to create 3D rockets
as part of our cross-curricular learning and finally we all enjoyed dressing up
to raise money for those affected by the Bush Fires in Australia.
I would also like to thank those of you who were able to attend our Palm Class
Lunch in the last week of term. It was wonderful to see so many of you there
and the children were delighted!

Oak Class
In Oak class this term, we have been learning all about the
rainforests. We have learnt where they are predominantly
located on a world map and learnt the difference between
continents and countries! We have also learnt about the
different layers which are found in a rainforest and the
range of animals which live in each layer. Did you know
that rainforests cover 6% of the world’s surface? The children produced some fabulous books based on the layers of the rainforest. We have even had our very own rainforest in the cloakroom!
Also, we have learnt about the diverse range of animals
and people who make the rainforest their home. The children have produced some fabulous artwork linked to the
artist Oenone Hemmingway. Absolutely stunning! It has
been a really enjoyable topic with lots of cross-curricular
links. Well done Oak class.
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Willow Class
Willow Class enjoyed investigating the changing phases of the moon. We used a lamp to represent the sun; a
polystyrene ball for the moon and our own heads for the Earth. Each child sat on a swivel chair and replicated
the orbit of the Earth. They observed how the moon appeared to change shape as the shadow of the Earth obscured part of the moon, making a fraction of it invisible to the naked eye and appear to change shape.

Charity Work
The children collected money for The Children’s Society and their contributions together with a collection
made at the Christingle service raised £235.07.
On Monday 27th January 2020 the school held a non uniform day to raise money for those affected by the
fires in Australia. The children and staff raised a total of £105.03 (koala protector— £25 and WWF Australia
Disaster Fund—£80.03). Thank you to Isla in Oak Class for this fabulous fundraising suggestion.

Girls Football League Fixtures Miss Cox would like to congratulate the girls who have participated in fixtures so far this year for their brilliant form! A huge thank you to all parents and carers who
have supported the children and provided transport to and from the games.

Film Club

Up and Coming Events in Term 4

Shaun the Sheep Farmageddon is the next big film
to be screened at film club on Wednesday 26th February
2020. Please remember to return your reply slips back in
good time to ensure that we can provide adequate refreshments (30p each) . Many thanks.

W/c 24.2.20 Fair Trade Week
25.2.20 Pancakes at the Village Hall
2.3.20 Secondary School Offers
w/c 2.3.20 Sports Relief Week

PTFA
27th March 2020 (3.15pm) - Easter Disco

3.3.20 Year 3/4 Tri Golf tournament
3.3.20 Willow Class parents invite to lunch
5.3.20 World Book Day (non uniform day)
9/10.3.20 Parents Evenings
16.3.20 Class Photos

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS TERM 4
KS1 Multi Skills (Tuesdays)

24.3.20 Year 5/6 Tri Golf tournament
24.36.20 Willow Class—Easter Cracked

KS2 Football (Wednesdays)

24.3.20 Oak Class parents invite to lunch

KS2 Gardening (Wednesdays)

31.3.20 Oak Class Easter performance—6 pm

Yr 1-6 Taekwondo (Fridays)

2.4.20 Easter Church Service—1.30 pm

Governor Information
As you are aware Mr Shawley will continue to be absent after half term for personal reasons. Mrs Karen Foster will continue to lead the school and will be in school Mondays to Thursdays, with Mrs Edwards covering
for her on Fridays. Mrs Foster has been a successful substantive head in four schools in different parts of
the country before joining Lincolnshire local authority as an interim Head 13 years ago and is now the Lead
Interim Head. Governors will keep you informed of any changes.
On our first visit to look at the progress of the School Development Plan this year, governors explored the
school’s distinctiveness as a Church School. Staff and children were proud to share their work and successes with us and we were impressed to see this school priority already showing improvement at this stage in
the year. We look forward to our next visit, when we will be looking at reading throughout the school.
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Please help the office out! Please ensure that you check your emails, text messages and book bags daily for correspondence sent home from school and remember that school letters are also available on the school website. Please ensure that all
reply slips and payments are returned to school in your child’s named plastic zip wallet. If you have lost the original wallet
please contact the office for a replacement. Also loose change cannot be accepted at the office, please ensure when paying
monies directly to the office it is sealed in a named envelope.
Headlice Please take the time over the holiday to check your child’s hair for headlice and treat as necessary.
A whole school ‘attack’ on this common nuisance can be very effective when carried out over a school holiday.
We have had a number of instances of headlice reported to us in school but, unfortunately, we have to rely on
parent vigilance and commitment to checking for and treating headlice in order for outbreaks in school to be reduced. Please help us to reduce outbreaks of this common nuisance in school by checking your child’s hair weekly
and treating if required.
Hot Lunches: Menus for next term’s lunch orders are available to access via the Farm Kitchen website (www.hotschoolmeals.com). Reception and Key Stage 1 parents/carers must order meals directly from Farm Kitchen to take up the universal infant free school meal offer. The order deadline
for term 4 week 1 is 3pm on Tuesday 18th February 2020. (If you haven’t ordered meals by this
date, please remember to send your child with a packed lunch.) If parents ensure their email address is on their hot meal account and ‘opt in’ then ordering reminders will be received. Please be
aware that the meals delivered are the number that are ordered, therefore there are no spare meals
available.

Cool KIDS Club

continue to provide before and after school care. Please contact them directly on
07944 289030 if you would like to use the service or visit the school website and complete the booking form.

Cool Milk: Our school milk scheme is administered by Cool Milk. To register your child for school milk,
please visit https:/www.coolmilk.com/register.

Pupils return to school on Monday 24th February 2020
Please remember to send your child with full named PE kit.
Private Music Tuition Violin, keyboard, and piano lessons will continue next term. Please contact the office if you are interested
in finding out more about these lessons.
Winter is here As the temperatures drop to the seasonal norms please ensure that your child has a jumper/cardigan for indoors
and a coat so that they are suitably attired for outdoor play.
In the event of extreme weather we will always endeavour to keep the school open however if this is not possible we will
ensure that this decision is published on the school website and the LCC snow watch website by 7.30am. In addition a text
message will be sent to all parents/carers.

Class Twitter Pages Please look at the school’s Twitter and class pages on the school website
(www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk) which showcases the children’s learning in and out of school, alternatively follow your class page via Twitter. Please feel free to leave a comment!
Willowclass@Stbarts

MrsDavison@stbarts

AppleClass@StBarts

MrsSzyd@stbarts

PalmClass@StBarts

Battery Collection: Remember to send in your used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D) for recycling. There is a battery collection box in the main entrance.
Pen Recyling: Remember to send in your old pens, felt pens and markers for recycling. There is a recycling box in the
main entrance. All writing instruments (except for wooden pencils and chalk) are accepted. We cannot accept glue

Term Dates 2019-20
Term 4— Monday 24th Feb—Thursday 2nd April 2020

Best wishes

Term 5— Monday 20th April—Friday 22nd May 2020

Mrs Foster

Term 6— Monday 1st June—Tuesday 21st July 2020

Interim Head Teacher

Page 4

St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School

