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“Let Your Light Shine”

St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School

-

“lLet your light shine®

Nevws in school 13.9.24

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

Welcome back! We have now completed our first full week and as always, it is like we have never been away!
Classrooms are ready and looking colourful and inviting. Baselines have been completed for reading and spellings
(the statutory spelling lists can be found on the class pages on our website — please look at them with your children
at home) and our wonderful new reception children seem to be settling in very well and have beaming smiles.

Our Head Boy and Girl and Deputy Head Boy and Girl are very excited to be leading the school and | am sure they will
come forward with excellent ideas to start implementing this year once we have met next week.

We have started as we mean to go on and continue with our school vision:

At St Bartholomew’s we provide a gate way of discovery through our diverse curriculum and nurture global disciples
who positively impact God'’s gift to us — the world. Our curriculum enables our learners to recognise their place in
Pinchbeck West; the importance and value of where they live. It aims to develop agents of change who are taught to
protect the environment, solve problems to ensure society is a better place and take responsibility for their actions to
make the future a somewhere far improved from where it is. There is a clear focus on developing a rich vocabulary
through a text centred approach and providing learners with the opportunity to independently gain powerful
knowledge to ensure their future success. Through boundless forgiveness, compassion and a safe learning
environment our children can Let their Light Shine (Matthew 5:16). We learn to love responsibly by developing the
skills and knowledge needed under God’s spiritual counsel, bringing light to all those around us. We are beacons of
hope an our communities guided by God’s spirit and love.

COMMUNITY HOPE WISDOM DIGNITY

Please help us to live out our school vision every day and shine our light for the benefit of all our communities.
This term, our core value focus is FRIENDSHIP. We will be looking at the recipe for good friendship and how to be a
good friend. Our children have already written prayers and wishes for friendship, and they are displayed on our
prayer wall. Please do take time to read through them if you come into school and join us for collective worship.
Having friends allows children to feel part of a group, increasing a sense of security and giving them someone their
own age they can relate to and turn to. Knowing they can rely on friends and be relied upon can make children feel

more included and engaged.




Developing different friendships over their time at school gives children ample opportunity to learn different social
skills and the best ways to act in different scenarios. Children who learn important life skills when young, like how to
talk to people and deal with conflict, are more likely to carry these skills through into later life.

Knowing they are going to school to spend time with friends can make children feel more motivated and more willing
to learn. Positive school relationships help frame school and learning as a fun and exciting experience and something
children get to do together.

Having a peer to lean on can help children deal with any negative emotions that may arise at school. Friendships can
provide a support system and bolster mental health when children face difficulties with their learning, extracurricular
activities, or classmates.

Fallouts, bad words and feelings of upset are all normal parts of developing school friendships. While this kind of
thing can be unpleasant for your child to deal with at the time, learning to manage conflict and confrontation is an
important element of growing up.

When your child exhibits particularly caring or empathic behaviour, take notice of it and praise them for thinking of
others. Encourage these behaviours and explain why they’re important in making and maintaining school friends.

We will continue to help our children develop friendships, find friendship, be a good friend and advise on how to deal
with tricky situations that pop up over their time here at St Bart’s. Our staff and ELSAs (emotional, learning support
assistants) are always on hand to support in any way that they can.

THIS IS MY WISH FOR YOU:

Comfort on difficult days, smiles
when sadness intrudes, rainbows
to follow the clouds, laughter to
kiss your lips, sunsets to warm
your heart, hugs when spirits sag,
beauty for your eyes to see,
friendships to brighten your
being, faith so that you can
believe, confidence for when
you doubt, courage to know
yourself, patience to accept the
truth, Love to complete your life.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

SDP (School Development Plan)

| will be sending you a letter regarding our SDP priorities next week. Do have a read through them so you understand
what our targets are for this year, to help to further develop our school. We value your voice and in a few weeks’
time, | will be sending out a questionnaire to hear your thoughts and feeling on our school and take onboard any
ideas you may have for taking the school further. | would really appreciate as many responses as possible.

Reception 2025
We have already had several parents book to view the school for Reception 2025. If you have siblings that will be

starting school next year or friends with children who are considering schools, please give them our details — we
would love to see them. The Reception 2025 application process will open in November.

Secondary School Places
Parents of our Year 6 children will have received, via ParentMail, the details of how to apply for a secondary school
place. Please note that this process closes on Thursday 315 October 2024.

Uniform

Just a gentle reminder that our school colours are jade green and navy blue. Any hair accessories should be green or
blue and please can | ask that children refrain from having coloured braids during term time. Our uniform policy




states that socks should be white, black, navy or grey please. A few years ago, a group of parents set up a uniform
swap page on Facebook. Please see our Facebook page for the link to join. We also have some second-hand grey
trousers and skirts, and some white PE tops should anyone need any.

Car Safety at the Front of the School
Can | please remind drivers not to stop/block, even for a short period of time, the main driveway entrance to the
school. We do, on occasions, require access for emergency vehicles.

Harvest Festival — Monday 30" September 2024

Our Harvest Festival service will take place in St Bartholomew’s Church on Monday 30" September at 2.15pm.
Donations of tin/packet foods and toiletries for Agape Foodbank are gratefully received. Please collect your child
from the Village Hall at normal time.

o= > %” ~ %

Fun Run . o . "’6';' ar’l

On Sunday 29" September, we will be collaborating with the Halmer Harriers s %\, 5 .M
again to bring you the 3 St Bart’s Fun Run. Entry to run in the Fun Run is £2 per &

runner and is open to children and adults. Please complete the ParentMail form

to let us know you will be running as a register will be taken on the gate, where

you will pay, and we want to make sure we have enough bacon and sausages!

West Pinchbeck 10k Run ? Sunday 29th September 2
If you wish to take part in the 10k run, you can find the links on the following = 10am til 12:30

sites: “1 mile 1mile
Bacon and Sausage Baps, Cake Stand,
Soft Drinks,

e Facebook — West Pinchbeck 10k @m FUN! @m

e Facebook — Halmer Harriers £2 per runner to enter.
L. ) Children and adults can run.
e Run Britain website (search for the race Monies raised will be donated to
Diabetes UK and go towards reading
resources at school.

PE/Swimming Timetable Term 1:

PE Swimming
Nightingale Monday Wednesday
Darwin Thursday Tuesday
Franklin Friday Thursday

Pencil Cases
Please remember to ask your child regularly if they require anything replenishing, especially glue sticks, which are
frequently used items.

Health Care Plans

In order that we can provide the necessary care required to those children who have on-going health care needs, we
require parents to complete a ‘Health Care Plan’ form via ParentMail. This document is used to detail the on-going
health issues and, if applicable, the medication that each child requires. If you haven’t done so already and your
child has health care needs, please complete the form via ParentMail. Thank you to those parents who have already
completed their child’s Health Care Plan.

Parent Code of Conduct
| have attached the Parent Code of Conduct which can also be found on the school website.

Take care
Miss Ingle

Bible verse of the week

Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
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Dear God,

| pray you would open my eyes to see people who need me to be that friend for them. Help me to be the friend | desire
and long to have. Help me to seek to serve my brothers and sisters in Christ. Help me to walk beside them in their trials
and suffering.

Amen

Attendance winner of the weelk

Franklin Class are the attendance winners of the week and have won a trip to the park with Gerald during playtime
one day next week.

All schools are expected to keep their attendance over 96%. At the end of our first week, our
Year to Date attendance sits at 96.44%. If you need any help with attendance, please come and
speak to us as we will help in any way that we can. Dr Chris Whitty released this statement via
the DfE: “It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their children to school with
mild respiratory illnesses. This would include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny
nose or sore throat. However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above.”

Churech News

Thirsty on a Thursday: The Church is open every Thursday between 9.30—11am for you to drop in any time for
tea/coffee and a chat.

Dates for Your Diary

Event

Harvest Festival in church (collection from Village Hall
WP 10k run / Fun Run

Harvest Festival in church

Individual & Family Photos

Darwin Trip to Milton Estate

Nightingale Trip to the Inkpot

PTFA Welcome Disco

Time
2.15pm
10am
2pm
8.30am

Date

27 September
29' September
20" September
3™ October

8™ October
11% October
17% October

3.15-4.30pm

18" Oct 2024

Term 1 Ends

29t Oct 2024

Term 2 Begins

22" November

6-8pm

PTFA Family Bingo

13t December

Christmas Jumper Day £1 for SOLDAS (Women’s Refuge)

13 December

Whole School Christmas Lunch (order via Willoughby’s)

13 December

1.15-2.30pm

PTFA Christmas Disco

13 December

3.15-5.15pm

PTFA Christmas Fayre

16" & 17t December

Time tbc

Parents Evenings

18" December

Whole School Trip — Pantomime South Holland Centre

19 December

Class Christmas Parties

19 December

2.15-3.15pm

Christingle Carol Service at St Bartholomew’s Church

19 December

Term 2 Ends

6™ January 2025

Term 3 Begins

12t February

Time tbc

Young Chef Valentine’s Meal

14 February

Term 3 Ends

24" February

Term 4 Begins

6™ March

World Book Day




16" March 10-12 noon | PTFA Car Boot Sale

2" April 3.15-4.15pm | PTFA Easter Disco

4™ April Term 4 Ends

23" April Term 5 Begins

23" & 24 April Time tbc Parents Evenings

17" May 6-8pm PTFA Family meal and quiz night

23" May Term 5 Ends

2" June Term 6 Begins

27% June PTFA Summer Fayre

8th & 9th July 6-7pm Year 5/6 Summer Production

13™ July Time tbc Sports Day

21° July Time tbc PTFA Year 6 Leavers BBQ & whole school disco
22" July 9.15am Leavers’ Service

22" July Term 6 Ends

All calendar dates/events can be found on our school website by clicking on the ‘calendar’ tab. If you wish

to add an event to your own calendar, you can do so by clicking on the link and pressing the ‘add to
calendar’ button.

Book Wish List

We are constantly trying to update our school
Library so the child have the opportunity to read
new and exciting books. With this in mind, Mrs . % L
Szydlowski has sourced a ‘Book Wish List’. It has K\za _ AN \‘/ By Bookiark Speldmg

been created by our local book shop ‘Bookmark’ ' ' "

in Spalding. They have been extremely kind and

made an area on their website where you can : '

click on a book and purchase it online and have also offered us a discount. We feIt it was not only important to
purchase new books for our children but also support a local small business. When a few books have been
purchased they will then contact Mrs Szydlowski to go and collect them. If you feel you would like to purchase a
book for our Library, or know someone that would like to, then please follow this link:

St Bartholomew's CE Primary
School Wishlist

https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?



https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?

Bookmark have informed us that if you select a book from our list on their website and buy via the website then a
delivery cost will be added. If you see a book you would like to purchase please email them directly or call the shop.
They will then have the books delivered to the shop for free and it will be collected from them.

School Mobile Phone

We now have a school mobile for afterschool care. The number is: 07396725986 It will be turned off during the
school day. It will only be available for parents who have children attending afterschool care during afterschool care
hours. PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FIRST IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.

After School Kids Club
Please be aware that if parents/carers/guardians are more than 10 minutes late collecting from after school clubs at
4pm there will be a charge of a full hour, per child, childcare cost.

Severe Weather/Snow Closure

In the event of severe weather, we will always strive to ensure that the school remains open, but in the event that
extreme weather conditions necessitate the closure of the school we will advise you of this in a number of ways. We
will notify parents via email via Parentmail, update the school website and advise Lincs FM and BBC Lincolnshire
radio stations so listen out to their broadcasts or log onto their websites. We will also post a message on the
school’s Facebook and ‘X’ pages.

School Opening
Our school office is open from 8.30am to 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. If you wish to contact the school out of these

hours, please call 01775 640357 and leave a message on our answerphone or alternatively email
enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk.

PTFA Easy Fundraising is a great source of funds for the school which could raise £££s for the PTFA.
A range of retailers, holiday companies, Ebay, Tesco and many more donate a percentage of money
spent when parents / carers / guardians spend money. It costs the consumer absolutely nothing at all.
Parents/carers/guardians need to click on the easy fundraising link:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

e Register an email and password
e Nominate your cause

e Download a reminder tool to browser so when purchases are made through a partner a reminder is
sent.

Make the purchase and a percentage goes to St Barts!

Term Dates

2024-25
Term 1: 4th Sept—18th Oct 2024
Term 2: 29th Oct—19th Dec 2024
Term 3: 6th Jan—14th Feb 2025
Term 4: 24th Feb—A4th April 2025
Term 5: 23rd April— 23rd May 2025
Term 6: 2nd June—22nd July 2025



mailto:enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

\&) QR CODE SCAMS

QR code scams (also known as ‘quishing’,) involve the malicious use of Quick Response (QR) codes to
deceive people into revealing personal information or downloading harmful software. These scams
exploit QR codes’ convenience and widespread use - for example, in adverts, restaurant menus and

public notices, with criminals installing fake QR codes which direct users to bogus sites.

PAYMENT SYSTEMS .5,

Cybercriminals may seek to change a

QR code that’s related to a legitimate

payment service, such as in a restaurant. If a
customer scans the QR code expecting to order
and pay for goods or services (such as a meal in
this case), they may be directed to a site
controlled by the scammers. Entering their
payment details would then allow the criminals
to defraud them.

" -
DISCOUNTED GOODS %

A poster promises goods or services ata
discounted cost, requiring people to scan a QR
code to register and pay. The poster, however, is
malicious, and there is no discount. Again,
providing your payment details would allow the
criminal to access your funds. This scam is
reasonably common and is often found in car
parks in major cities.

PRIZE DRAWS

A QR code is provided for a prize draw, Ao \
advertised on a poster which is likely on display

in a public space. Scanning the QR code will

result in being asked to provide further

information (suchas your email address, name,
address or phone number), which is then used

by criminals for further social engineering

attacks or even identity fraud.

e
WIFI CONNECTION )8

— —
Scanning a QR code may be the means of
connecting to the Wi-Fi network in a hotel or
other public area. This is usually legitimate, but

if the QR code is a fake, it could result in

criminals viewing your browsing history and

even your login details. These can subsequently
be used for phishing attacks and identity fraud

- and even financial fraud, if they're able to
access your banking credentials.

FAKE EVENTS AND
TICKETS

A poster highlights news regarding an

up ing event, or regarding an iti
allocation of tickets for a sold-out concert or
other performance. It directs the user to scan a
QR code for more information, to register or
possibly to pay. The QR code then leads to a fake
site hosted by scammers, aiming to gather data
on the user for future attacks or to exploit or
defraud them immediately.

L —
ACC NUMBER
I SORT CODE

BE VIGILANT

QR codes are becoming more prevalent, and cyber
criminals are increasingly seeking to use them to steal
information and commit fraud. As such, it is important
to remain aware of the risks. Always consider these
safety concerns before scanning a QR code and avoid
doing so unless you're certain it’s legitimate. Be sure to

keep your device's operating system updated as well, to

keep you protected from known safety risks.

CHECK FOR SIGNS OF
TAMPERING

Where QR codes are printed or displayed, check for
any sign of tampering: as a sticker with a new QR
code being placed over the top of the previous code,
for instance. Where there are signs of tampering, you
should consult a member of staff (if you're in a hotel
or restaurant, for example) or simply avoid scanning
the code altogether.

. AT A‘c’l v =

USE TRUSTWORTHY SOURCES

Consider the source of the QR code and its trustworthiness. A QR code for
payment in a restaurant, for example, is likely to be legitimate if you can

see it printed on every menu; a random poster pinned up in the street orin

a building’s corridor if more likely to be fraudulent. If you're unsure, err on the

side of caution and don’t scan the code.

&
Meet Our Expert

|
CHECKTHEURL T
N\

Most phones now show the web address

or URL which a QR code connects to, and they
typically require users to accept being taken to

this address before progressing. Check that the web
address matches that of the site or service you're
expecting to access via the QR code you've scanned.
If it seems dubious in any way, don't click on it.

L. . "a.. KTV

USE THE DEFAULT QR CODE SCANNER

reputable methods.

Gary Henderson is the Director of IT at Millfield, a large independent
boarding school in Somerset, as well as a member of the Digital Futures
Group, Vice Chair of the ISC Digital Advisory Group and an Association

of Network Managers in Education (ANME) Ambassador.

X @wake_up_weds

3 /wuwthenationalcollege

@wake.up.wednesday

Most mobile devices come with the ability to scan QR codes built into
the camera app. Where possible, you should seek to use this default
functionality and avoid the use of third-party QR scanning apps which
may have themselves been tampered with or compromised. Stick to

National
College’

¢} @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 21.08.2024




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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10/Top Tipsifor;Parents and Educators

CREATING FAMILY RULES
. FORIUSINCG DEVICES

A set of family rules agreed on with children can promote the safe, responsible use of devices like tablets, smartphones,
gaming consoles and computers. By developing rules around technology, it opens the conversation regarding
boundaries and expectations, ensuring a healthy balance of screentime. This guide will help you to develop an

age-appropriate family agreement to suit your household.

1 WORK TOGETHER | ¢ PROTECT PERSONAL
Collaborating with children when setting rules

around the use of technology is a valuable task - . I

that can encourage them to take more gieue apd clemonatiate e lmport_unce y2l08l¢
ownership. It's important to make rules which x B of protecting your personal information. \’
reflect your family and are age appropriate. Talk al?out what details you share online and

Think about what you all enjoy doing online and who with. Use parental controls to block children

what apps, games or devices children use most I from connecting with strangers, so that any
frequently. information they do share is among their real

— friends. Ask a child’s permission before posting
N | IR any photos of them on social media, as this
demonstrates positive online behaviour that

2 AGREE T,ME L’M,TS they should learn and remember.
AND SUITABLE TIMES ; E =

. T 7 BERESPECTFUL ©
Be realistic when setting screen time @ 2 /

limits. These can vary depending on the "¢
child’s age, whether it's a weekday or
weekend, and what they're actually doing
online. If they're conducting research for
homework, that might require more time than if
they were playing games. Consider when screen
time begins: does it come after chores and
homework? Agree times when technology and
phones must be put away.

‘ - Highlight the importance of showing respect to
others when using technology. Encourage
children to speak kindly to others online - such
as on social media, when playing multiplayer
games or in group chats (which can often lend
to teasing iour). Explain that if
they aren’t ing others i y, they
might be made to stay away from their devices

5 ENCOURAGE | | v
HONESTY , = '8 “NO TECH" ZONES

Family rules ensure that everyone can have fun = Designa(lng spaces in the house where

with their devices and be safe while doing so. E h yisn't (for

Nonetheless, children may make mistakes as = bedrooms bathrooms and at the dlnner

they learn to navigate the online world. tgbie.) lets you keep an eye on whcfl ch.lldrar.n are

Emphasise that if they ever feel worried, unsafe viewing and who they're communicating with. it

or upset about something they've done, sent, gives you some quality, screen-free time with

said or received, they should tell you immediately y them, too. It also helps reduce any impuises to

so you can help them resolve the problem. potentially engage with inappropriate content,
as they're unlikely to do so in a common space

-  m=x : ‘_ " within the home.
4 CHARGING AND o T
OVERNIGHT STORAGE 9 AGREE ON CHOICE
' CONSEQUENCES

To ensure children get the downtime "
they need overnight, it's important that
devices - especially smartphones - are kept in As a family, discuss why the rules are important:
acommon space, where possible. This reduces - to balance their screentime, to ensure everyone
the chance of pointless late-night scrolling or enjoys gaming or interacting online, and that
sleep being disturbed by calls, messages or they are safe when doing so. Therefore, if these
notifications. There are charging boxes you can rules are broken, there has to be a consequence.

, or all gadgets could be gedinthe | Discuss what would be fair for certain breaches
khchen overnlgh( to avoid distractions. ] of the rules, as this can prevent a

'S 4 disproportionate response in the future.

¢ REVIEW RULES T

— Y : KNOW ALL
REGULARLY : 10 pASSWORDS

Anything you agree on isn't set in stone. These

rules will likely alter as children get older and the
way they use technology changes. Take time to
review these as a family; discuss what's
working, and what isn’t. Communication is key -
so by doing this, you involve the child in their
own online safety while promoting an open

dialogue.
n
Meet Our Expert

To protect children from inappropriate content,
parents should have access to all passwords.
Parents should also make it clear that they will
check children’s devices, should they have any
concerns about their use. Emphasise that this
isn‘tdue to alack of trust but is an extra way of
keeping them safe.

The

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant at BCyberAware. She has .
developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber safety workshops and NGtI0n0|
policies for schools in Australia and the UK. Claire has written various academic Colle e@
papers and carried out research for the Australian government comparing 1 8
internet use and sexting behaviours of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

Source:See fullreferencelliston guide’pageat: nationalcollege:com/guides/tipszforacreatingzfamily=ruleszforzusingzdevices s

X @wake_up_weds n [wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 31.07.2024




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10jTop)TipsiforgParentsfand|Educators]

Disagreement is a natural part of human interaction. This can seem particularly true when dealing with the sensitive issues t
secondary-aged pupils. This guide brings you 10 top tips which can help prevent conflicts arising or mitigate theirimpacts w

INSPIRE
RESPONSIBILITY

The best approaches to conflict resolution are
restorative. This means that rather than adults

posing their own ions on children who have
had a disagreement, they should work with them.
Allowing them to handle it can feel empowering to
young people and will hopefully teach them to
manage their own disputes as they move towards
adult life.

B 2 <
2 ACTIVELY LISTEN

Remember to give every child the opportunity to voice
their opinion, regardless of their age, stage of

pment, special edt { | needs, or other
individual requirements. This can be done using a
variety of different communication methods. For
example, some children find it easier to express how
theyre feeling using pictures and drawings, while
some prefer to write their ideas down.

ﬁu O i 2 DI
{ 3 BECURIOUS

Demonstrating how to approach conflicts
with a mature and empathetic mindset can seta
good example to children, which can prove a useful
#= skill for them later in life. Model this by asking
il isitive-ye ful g ions about the issue
athand. Really try to understand where all parties are
coming from, and share information between them
when and where appropriate. This should encourage
young people to mirror your behaviour, teaching them
to be curious about the other sides of a conflict, and
thus being more willing to hear them out.

1

SSSIES L 7T =
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~ 4 PROMOTE F

-
Children and young people may come from a range of
different backgrounds and cultures or have protected
characteristics which may cause them to see things
from various angles. Having a school and community
culture which celebrates and embraces diversity in all
things - including diversity of opinion - means people
are more likely to feel heard and understood.

S BE SUPPORTIVE

Discussions may be sensitive or, in some cases,

even trigger negative emotions. Pupils may have
mixed feelings about the issue at hand. They could be
nervous or anxious before even coming to the table to
talk about it. Try and create a space where all parties
feel safe, welcome and comfortable. Allow breaks and
time-outs if the conversation gets heated, to prevent
anyone from saying something they might later
regret.

Meet OQur Expert

Think of how you can approach the conflict in a calm
and regulated manner. Consider taking some extra
time to prepare beforehand and finding somewhere
quiet to relax. Even if you're not directly involved with
the conflict, mediating can be a stressful experience
in its own right. Make sure you're hydrated, fed and
comfortable, and do the same for the young people
involved. These may seem like insignificant factors,
bul it’s important to remember that physical

t can trigger d g! ion, which can
make it much harder to have a calm, productive
conversation.

N4 N

|
ai 7 GET YOUR FACTS

STRAIGHT

Make sure you have all the facts, figures and

timelines of the situation prior to the discussion. This
should be done as objectively as possible with the aim
of resolving the ongoing issue. You may want to risk
assess any problems that may arise and look for
possible solutions during your preparation time.

\ PP D7
8 STICKTO THE POINT

Make the reason for, and purpose of, any

meetings or communications clear prior to setting
them up. Provide an agenda. Act as a neutral
chairperson who can keep all parties on track. Make
sure everyone has a chance to air their concerns
about the issue being discussed and try to avoid
talking about unrelated incidents. Close off with some
action points, detailing what everyone can do to
resolve the conflict.

F’A S LY &W.IA—A—‘

o BE SOLUTION
FOCUSED

It’s often said that the art of diplomacy is about giving
others ladders to climb down. This means the main
aim of any meeting or correspondence should be
finding mutually acceptable and amicable solutions.
Parents, carers, teachers and pupils should be aware
there may need to be a compromise for the common
good - and, most importantly, the good of the
children you're supporting.

5.

DON'T IGNORE OR
AVOID CONFLICT

No one benefits from allowing concerns and
grievances to fester, as this can lead to further
division and mistrust, and ultimately doesn't help the
children involved. Use our tips to open meaningful
lines of communication. These should help you find a
suitable resolution and minimise the number of
conflicts you're faced with mediating overall.
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Catrina Lowri is a neurodivergent former SENCO and advisory teacher. She > w p
founded her company, Neuroteachers, to improve inclusion for neurodivergent e NthOhCl'
people. She works with nurseries, schools, colleges and businesses providing n s ay Colle e
consultancy, training and mentoring to create belonging and understanding \ 9
for people with the full range of neurotypes.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What!Parents & EducatorsNeed!tolKknow/about:
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Epic Games have recently introduced three new game modes to Fortnite: Rocket Racing, Fortnite Festival and, finally,
Lego Fortnite: a survival game using official Lego characters. There are lots of great mechanics that encourage

creativity in children, but -~ as with any online game -

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

MONETISATION

Lego Fortnite utilises a similar online item shop
to the main Fortnite game. When this title was
released, the makers introduced thousands of
Lego versions of the original game’s character
skins. Owning an original Fortnite cosmetic
means you also own the LEGO version at no
extra cost, but the addition of these extra
versions could potentially spark new interest in
young players, making it more tempting to pay
real money for these in-game accessories.

ONLINE PLAY

LEGO Fortnite can be played online, as

with the base game. While a player’s LEGO world
is private when it's first created, they can then
invite anyone on their in-game friends list to
play with them. If any strangers are on this
friends list, they can be invited onto their server.
Thankfully, Epic Games has implemented a solid
reporting system, as well as tools to kick other
players from the game.

y’

it’s important to stay aware of the potential risks.

FEAR FACTOR

There is no explicit violence in Lego Fortnite, but
there is a lot of combat. While the battles in Lego
Fortnite remain very cartoonish and child
friendly, a lot of the action unfolds inside dark
caves, with spiders, skeletons or scary-looking
monsters. The game can get a little spooky at
times, which could potentially scare younger
players.

m
COMPLEX GAMEPLAY

Lego Fortnite is a survival game, though it’s

not as simple as something like Minecraft. There
are lots of different crafting stations and loads
of items to use or combine (including various
rarities to seek out and harvest). The gathering
and crafting elements of the game can get quite

or

complicated and confusing, which could be a

source of fr forsome y ger play

Advice for Parents & Educators

LEGO IS FRIENDLY

Much like real Lego, this game is incredibly

worth bearing in mind if you're concerned about

children and young people being exposed to violent or

frightening content.

WS ey

MONITOR SPENDING
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inviting. It's friendly, fun and accessible: a younger
player could still enjoy this title even if they'd never
played Fortnite before. With sanitised violence, it's a far -
more family-friendly gaming experience all round —

=
SET LITTLE CHALLENGES @v

As we've noted, the game is a lot more

difficult than it may seem, which could be frustrating

or upsetting for some younger players. While the game
does a good job of setting realistic targets for players, it
can still feel overwhelming. If parents suggest smaller
challenges - such as building a house - children can
flex their creativity, express themselves with their builds
and feel a real sense of accomplishment.

P
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PLAY TOGETHER

Take some time to play the game together. Not
only will that help with some of the complicated
tasks, but it's also just a fun pastime. Playing with

v
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family members also reduces the potential for younger

players to invite strangers to enjoy the game with -

if

any are on their friends list. Furthermore, playing with

children will let you more effectively limit their time

spent on the game. Instead of “switch it off”, you can

now say “let’s play some more later!”
A0 3

If a child has provided their parents’ email address and been given consent to make in-game purchases, it's worth keeping an eye on how much gets spent on the
in-game currency, V-Bucks. It's very tempting to buy character skins in LEGO form, as a way of expressing yourself and looking cool and unique. As you may know already,
the average skin costs between £6-18, which can add up very quickly if not tracked and limited. Keep in mind that you can make it necessary to enter a PIN code to validate
every purchase using the game’s parental controls, and you can prevent the game from saving your payment information whenever you make a purchase. Furthermore,
players under-13 automatically have their spending limited to $100 (£78.55) per day.

Meet Qur Expert

Daniel Lipscombe is a writer specialising in technology, video gaming, virtual
reality, augmented reality and Web3. He has also written 15 guidebooks for
children, covering games such as Fortnite, Apex Legends, Valorant, Roblox and
Minecraft. With work published by the likes of PC Gamer, Kotaku, Pocket Gamer

and VG247, he has reviewed more than 50 games and products over the past year.
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