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“Let Your Light Shine”

St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School

10.1.25

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

Happy New Year! Welcome back. We hope that you have had a wonderful Christmas break and wish you all the very
best for the new year.

The new class structure started on Monday and the children seem to have settled in very well. It has been lovely to
hear about their Christmases and they have been full of smiles and eager to get back to learning.

A reminder that the new classes are:
Dahl — Reception

Nightingale — Year 1 and 2
Darwin—Years 3 and 4

Franklin — Years 5 and 6

| will hold another school meeting next term to give parents the opportunity to ask any further questions and to get
feedback on how your children are feeling.

We have started planning applications for the bus library and | will keep you up to date with the progress as it comes
through.

11+ Application Process

If your child is in Year 5, you will have received a letter via ParentMail this week regarding the process of how to
enter your child for the 11+ test that will take place in September 2025. Please note that the deadline to complete
this online application is 315 March 2025.

PE Timetable Term 3:

- Outdoor PE

Dahl Wednesday Monday
Nightingale Monday Wednesday
Darwin Wednesday Tuesday
Franklin Friday Thursday




Dates for Your Diary

Take care
Miss Ingle

Bible verse of the weelk

Deuteronomy 31:6
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you"

School worsinlp

NEW YEAR PRAYER:

Thank You Lord for giving me
The brand new year ahead.
Help me live the way I should
As each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom
That I might help a friend,
Give me strength and courage.
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Thirsty on a Thursday: The Church is open every Thursday between 9.30—11am for you to drop in any time for
tea/coffee and a chat.

Aftendance winner of the weelk

Dahl Class are the attendance winners of the last week of term 2 and have won a trip to the park with Gerald during
playtime one day next week.



https://www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk/index.php/events/

Celebrated thls weeik iim
Colllective Weorsihip
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Fantastic Award

Excellence Award

Dahl

Rupert

Ohlin

Nightingale

Ella

Jaxson

Darwin

Rosie

Toby

Franklin

Lacey-Anna Harriet

Any Other Information/Reminders

Severe Weather/Snow Closure

In the event of severe weather, we will always strive to ensure that the school remains open, but in the event that
extreme weather conditions necessitate the closure of the school we will advise you of this in a number of ways. We
will notify parents via email via ParentMail, update the school website and advise Lincs FM and BBC Lincolnshire radio
stations so listen out to their broadcasts or log onto their websites. We will also post a message on the school’s
Facebook page.

Book Wish List

We are constantly trying to update our school Library so the child have the opportunity to read new and exciting
books. With this in mind, Mrs Szydlowski has sourced a ‘Book Wish List’. It has been created by our local book shop
‘Bookmark’ in Spalding. They have been extremely kind and made an area on their website where you can click on a
book and purchase it online and have also offered us a discount. We felt it was not only important to purchase new
books for our children but also support a local small business. When a few books have been purchased they will then
contact Mrs Szydlowski to go and collect them. If you feel you would like to purchase a book for our Library, or know
someone that would like to, then please follow this link:

https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?

Bookmark have informed us that if you select a
St Bartholomew's CE Primary book from our list on their website and buy via
School Wishlist the website then a delivery cost will be added. If
: you see a book you would like to purchase please
b email them directly or call the shop. They will
then have the books delivered to the shop for
free and it will be collected from them.

Health Care Plans

In order that we can provide the necessary care required to those children who have on-going health care needs, we
require parents to complete a ‘Health Care Plan’ form via ParentMail. This document is used to detail the on-going
health issues and, if applicable, the medication that each child requires. If you haven’t done so already and your
child has health care needs, please complete the form via ParentMail. Thank you to those parents who have already
completed their child’s Health Care Plan.



https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?

Attendance

All schools are expected to keep their attendance over 96%. Attend ance
At the end of our first week, our Year to Date attendance sits
at 96.44%. If you need any help with attendance, please
come and speak to us as we will help in any way that we can. 2 Narlonal pramework for Benalty Notices fof schoo! absences:

including unauthorised leave of absences in Term Time, is being

H H H H . A i introduced following changes to the law.
Dr Chris Whitty released this statement via the DfE: “It is i o b0l s S
usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their ’ S e 202
children to school with mild respiratory illnesses. This K ¥ " 4 What ae these changes?
WOUId include general COId symptoms: a minor cough, If a pupil has 10 unauthorised sessions, which is equal to 5 school
X = days, within a 10 week period, a penalty notice may be issued.
runny nose or sore throat. However, children should not be

sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above.”

Supporting you to understand the new rules

This will come under 3 categories: First, Second, and Third offence.

First Offence
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave or
unauthorised absences the amount will be:

OMENTS 4 o 4 £160 per parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reduced to £80

MATTERl y per parent, per child if paid within 21 days.

ATTENDANCE ' = Second Offence
OUNTS . The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave or
C
unauthorised absences the amount will be:

i 5 £160 per parent, per child to be paid within 28 days. No reduced
From the first day of term to the last, the el B e

small moments in a school day make a real
. s ¢ Third offence and any further offences (within 3 years)
difference to JOUFE child. The third time an offence is committed for Term Time leave or
#AttendanceCounts” unauthorised absences a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the
case will be presented straight to the Magistrates Court.

Magistrates’ fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child. Cases
found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can show on a Parents future DBS
certificate, due to failure to safeguard a child's education.

For any further inquiries about school attendance please visit:
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-attendance

Lincolnshire;-
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School Mobile Phone
We now have a school mobile for afterschool care. The number is: 07396725986 It will be turned off during the school

day. It will only be available for parents who have children attending afterschool care during afterschool care hours.
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FIRST IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.

Pencil Cases
Please remember to ask your child regularly if they require anything replenishing, especially glue sticks, which are
frequently used items.

After School Kids Club
Please be aware that if parents/carers/guardians are more than 10 minutes late collecting from after school clubs at
4pm there will be a charge of a full hour, per child, childcare cost.

School Opening

Our school office is open from 8.30am to 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. If you wish to contact the school out of these
hours, please call 01775 640357 and leave a message on our answerphone or alternatively email
enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk.

PTFA Easy Fundraising is a great source of funds for the school which could raise £&£&s for the PTFA. A
range of retailers, holiday companies, Ebay, Tesco and many more donate a percentage of money spent
when parents / carers / guardians spend money. It costs the consumer absolutely nothing at
all. Parents/carers/guardians need to click on the easy fundraising link:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

e Register an email and password e Nominate your cause

e Download a reminder tool to browser so when purchases are made through a partner a reminder is
sent.

Make the purchase and a percentage goes to St Barts!



mailto:enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

\What{ParentsjtIEducatorsjNeeditolknowlabout;

'PJUSTALKKIDS

JusTalk Kids is a child’s version of the JusTalk app - a highly popular social networking platform

WHAT ARE

- designed for users up to 13 years of age, allowing them to video call, message and participate

'“.\E R'SKS? in group chats. While adults can link their own JusTalk account to their child’s and make use of
‘ parental controls, it's important to understand the risks associated with the app.

=

SUBSCRIPTION FOR v
PREMIUM ACCESS

While JusTalk Kids is free, there's the option to
subscribe to a kids’ premium account or a
premium family account. At a cost, this feature
allows children to have access to more fun
features such as games they can play with
others in a call; exclusive stickers; a badge

g them as a p
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RESISTANCE TO CONTROLS

JusTalk Kids endeavours to allow children
the sense of having a chat-based app while

gp to set (within the app
or from their own adult JusTalk account). The
basis behind this is positive; however, some
children are challenging their parents by
refusing to use JusTalk Kids, preferring to use the
adult version without any restrictions in place.

g9

KNOWING THE PARENT
PASSCODE

After downloading JusTalk Kids, parents can set
a passcode which users must enter to add
Thep help to
which content can be viewed and who children
can add as a contact: this then allows children
to chat with lnends in a controlled environment.
don‘t have to
know a speclllc username. In theory, someone
could type in a random name and then add
them as a friend.

POTENTIAL DATA
LEAKS

JusTalk and JusTalk Kids claim to be

secure and encrypted, going so far as to state
that even the developers themselves won't
access your data. However, a security lapse in
2022 highlighted that messages were not in fact
encrypted - leading to concerns around the
security of the app and the transparency of the
development team.

YBERBULLYING %

Online chats can provide a sense of *
anonymity, leading some users to post things
which they wouldn't normally say in person.
Combined with the option of group chats,

there’s a risk that young people might join in

with this kind of behaviour, escalating it further
and potentially turning what should be a fun
experience into something deeply negative.

TOO MUCH

SCREENTIME @'

- A report by the UK Parliament Education

a52% in
children's screen time between 2020 and 2022 —
as well as finding that 25% of children used their
smcrtphonss inamanner conslsten( with
screen to social
networking apps when they' re too young can
lead to bad digital habits and a reliance on
technology from an early age.

> Advice for Parents & Educors

JUSTIFY THE CONTROLS

If parents allow their child to use JusTalk Kids, they should explain that they're
putting parental controls in place to make the app safer. Make sure the child knows
not to put their full name on the account and doesn‘t use a photo of themselves as
their profile picture. This type of open discussion will help to ensure that a child is
aware of the app’s potential risks and knows how to reduce them.

TALK ABOUT ONLINE FRIENDSHIPS

Young children could be excited to use this app. However, highlight that they

must do so in a positive, respectful and responsible manner. While it can be easy
to get caught up in a group chat, it's important to talk to others politely and call out
any unpleasant behaviour. Discuss the importance of limiting their contacts to
people they know in real life and use parental controls to enforce this.

Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

'Source: See full reference list on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/justalk-kids
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DOS AND DON'TS OF SHARING <‘~"’

Some children might not understand the potential dangers of oversharing online. Set
clear guidelines around what is and isn’t safe to share on the internet, and discuss
the concept of a digital footprint. Children need to understand that the things they
say and share online can never be completely erased. Even if they delete it
themselves, it can be saved and distributed by others.

ENCOURAGE OPEN COMMUNICATION

Apps like JusTalk can sometimes lend themselves to bullying behaviours.
Parents should monitor what their child is sending and receiving, check in

with them regularly and encourage them to share their feelings (both positive
and negutive% athome. Remind them that they can block a contact if someone is
treating them disrespectfully.

The
National
College’

¢} @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 08.01.2025




