“Let Your Light Shine”

St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

In the same way, let your light shine be-fore others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Dance Workshop — Monday 3™ March
On Monday 3™ March, the children will be taking part in an ‘Alice in Wonderland’ inspired dance workshop. The cost
of this workshop is £6.70 per child and payment can be made via ParentMail (payments, shop).

Grow Your Own Potatoes — Tuesday 4*" March 2025
On Tuesday 4™ March 2025 Dahl and Nightingale will be taking part in a Grow Your Own Potato workshop. If you
haven’t done so already, please make payment of £6 via ParentMail (payment, shop).

Pancakes in the Church Hall — Tuesday 4*" March 2025

On Tuesday 4™ March 2025 we will be visiting the West Pinchbeck Church Hall to eat a pancake. If you haven’t done
so already, please complete the parent consent form via ParentMail and send in 50p, in a named envelope, for the
pancake, to be sent in on Monday 3" March 2025. All children will visit the church hall even if they do not wish to
each a pancake. The Village Hall Committee will be serving pancakes to the community from 3pm if you wish to visit
as a family.

World Book Day — Thursday 6" March 2025
On World Book Day the children are invited to come to school in comfy clothes. Parents are invited to join us at
2.30pm to look at what your children have been learning throughout the day and to read with your child.

Pinchbeck Carnival — Family Entertainment Night

The Pinchbeck Carnival Association are holding a family entertainment evening on Friday 14" March 2025 at
Pinchbeck Village Hall to select their Carnival Royalty. For further details please see the poster at the end of this
newsletter.

Reading River Competition




Click here (Reading Rocks - St Bartholomew's) to find out our winners of our Reading River competition. We had so
many wonderful entries, thank you!

Peripatetic Piano Lessons
Our Guitar teacher, Sarah, is also able to offer piano lessons. If you are interested in piano lessons for your child,
please email the school office for further details.

Take care
Miss Ingle

Bible verse of the weelk

1 John 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness."

Almighty God,

give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person,
that we may mirror your likeness
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Thirsty on a Thursday: The Church is open every Thursday between 9.30—11am for you to drop in any time for
tea/coffee and a chat.

Shrove Tuesday: Pancakes in the Village Hall on Tuesday 4" March, 3-6pm. For more information: Wendy 01775
640296. All welcome.

Aftendance winner of the week

Franklin are the attendance winners for w/c 10.2.25 and have won a trip to the park with Gerald during playtime one
day next week (w/c 3.3.25).

Every child that has 100% for the week during term 3 had their name put into a ‘virtual hat’ and one was picked at
random by an online spinner at the beginning of this week. Congratulations to our Term 3 winner; click here (About -
St Bartholomew's) and scroll down to find out who won a £15 All40One voucher.

Your child will be bringing home their Termly Attendance Summary letter today. This letter informs you of their termly
attendance percentage, as well as the number of lates and unauthorised lates received during term 3 and Year to Date.
As high attendance remains a priority for the school, we will continue to closely monitor absence levels during the
school year, and we will contact those where concerns arise.



https://www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk/index.php/reading-rocks/
https://www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk/index.php/about/
https://www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk/index.php/about/

Celebrated thls weeik iim
Collective Weorsihip

W/E 27.2.25 Fantastic Award Excellence Award
Dahl
Nightingale
Darwin
Franklin

Any Other Information/Reminders

Severe Weather/Snow Closure

In the event of severe weather, we will always strive to ensure that the school remains open, but in the event that
extreme weather conditions necessitate the closure of the school we will advise you of this in a number of ways. We
will notify parents via email via ParentMail, update the school website and advise Lincs FM and BBC Lincolnshire radio
stations so listen out to their broadcasts or log onto their websites. We will also post a message on the school’s
Facebook page.

Book Wish List

We are constantly trying to update our school Library so the child have the opportunity to read new and exciting
books. With this in mind, Mrs Szydlowski has sourced a ‘Book Wish List’. It has been created by our local book shop
‘Bookmark’ in Spalding. They have been extremely kind and made an area on their website where you can click on a
book and purchase it online and have also offered us a discount. We felt it was not only important to purchase new
books for our children but also support a local small business. When a few books have been purchased they will then
contact Mrs Szydlowski to go and collect them. If you feel you would like to purchase a book for our Library, or know
someone that would like to, then please follow this link:

https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?

Bookmark have informed us that if you select a
St Bartholomew's CE Primary book from our list on their website and buy via
School Wishlist the website then a delivery cost will be added. If
: you see a book you would like to purchase please
j A email them directly or call the shop. They will
then have the books delivered to the shop for

free and it will be collected from them.

Health Care Plans

In order that we can provide the necessary care required to those children who have on-going health care needs, we
require parents to complete a ‘Health Care Plan’ form via ParentMail. This document is used to detail the on-going
health issues and, if applicable, the medication that each child requires. If you haven’t done so already and your
child has health care needs, please complete the form via ParentMail. Thank you to those parents who have already
completed their child’s Health Care Plan.

PE Timetable Term 4:

- Outdoor PE

Dahl Wednesday Monday
Nightingale Monday Wednesday
Darwin Wednesday Tuesday
Franklin Friday Thursday



https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/st-bartholomew-s-ce-primary-school-wishlist?

Attendance

All schools are expected to keep their attendance over 96%, Attend ance
and our Year to Date attendance sits at 96.09%. If you need
any help with attendance, please come and speak to us as
we will help in any way that we can. Dr Chris Whitty released 2 latlons) Hramenans fanberaty plotiees T shodl ehoences

including unauthorised leave of absences in Term Time, is being

this statement via the DfE: “It is usually appropriate for e T

parents and carers to send their children to school with mild : 19th August 2024.

respiratory illnesses. This would include general cold A} e What are these changes?

symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore throat. B : Ifa pupil has 10 unauthorised sessions, which is equal to 5 school
= days, within a 10 week period, a penalty notice may be issued.

However, children should not be sent to school if they have

a temperature of 38°C or above.”

Supporting you to understand the new rules

This will come under 3 categories: First, Second, and Third offence.

First Offence
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave or
unauthorised absences the amount will be:

OMENTS 4 o 4 £160 per parent, per child if paid within 28 days, reduced to £80

MATTERl y per parent, per child if paid within 21 days.

ATTENDANCE ' = Second Offence
OUNTS . The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time leave or
C
unauthorised absences the amount will be:

i 5 £160 per parent, per child to be paid within 28 days. No reduced
From the first day of term to the last, the el B e

small moments in a school day make a real
. s ¢ Third offence and any further offences (within 3 years)
difference to JOUFE child. The third time an offence is committed for Term Time leave or

#AttendanceCounts” unauthorised absences a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the
case will be presented straight to the Magistrates Court.

Magistrates’ fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child. Cases
found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can show on a Parents future DBS
certificate, due to failure to safeguard a child's education.

For any further inquiries about school attendance please visit:
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/school-attendance

Lincolnshire;-

OUNTY COUNCIL

School Mobile Phone

We now have a school mobile for afterschool care. The number is: 07396725986 It will be turned off during the school
day. It will only be available for parents who have children attending afterschool care during afterschool care hours.
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FIRST IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.

Pencil Cases
Please remember to ask your child regularly if they require anything replenishing, especially glue sticks, which are
frequently used items.

After School Kids Club
Please be aware that if parents/carers/guardians are more than 10 minutes late collecting from after school clubs at
4pm there will be a charge of a full hour, per child, childcare cost.

School Opening

Our school office is open from 8.30am to 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. If you wish to contact the school out of these
hours, please call 01775 640357 and leave a message on our answerphone or alternatively email
enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk.

PTFA Easy Fundraising is a great source of funds for the school which could raise £&£&s for the PTFA. A
range of retailers, holiday companies, Ebay, Tesco and many more donate a percentage of money spent
when parents / carers / guardians spend money. It costs the consumer absolutely nothing at
all. Parents/carers/guardians need to click on the easy fundraising link:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

e Register an email and password
e Nominate your cause

e Download a reminder tool to browser so when purchases are made through a partner a reminder is
sent.

Make the purchase and a percentage goes to St Barts!



mailto:enquiries@stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/

PINCHBECK CARNIVAL
ASSOCIATION
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT NIGHT

AFUN FAMILY QUIZ WITH ATWIST!

PLUS, THE JUDGING AND SELECTION
OF OUR
CARNIVAL ROYALTY FOR 2025

PINCHEECK VILLAGE HALL
FRIDAY 14 MARCH

DOORS OPEN AT 6.45 PAM - JUDGING STARTS AT 7.15PM

Competition open to Boys & Girls
Entries taken on the night.
Categories: Ages10-16 8-9 6-7

To enter the competition you must either live, go to school or belong
to an organization in Pinchbeck or Pinchbeck West and be
available on the following dates, 4 May & 14th June.

RAFFLE
BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS AND SNACKS

\FREE EVENT — DONATIONS WELCOME



https://www.stbartholomews.lincs.sch.uk/index.php/events/

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and ed:! s with the cor and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbelng, and climete change. Formetly dellvered by Natlonal Online Safety, these guldes now address wider toplcs and themes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

MARVEL RIVALS

Marvel Rivals launched in December 2024 and amassed a player count of nearly 150,000 in mere
weeks. This player versus player (PvP) shooter packs in a host of recognisable comic-book characters,
pitting two teams of six against each other. Despite the game's cartoonish nature, there are several

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

| ESRB advise nobody undar

potential risks for parents and educators to be aware of.

IN-GAME CHAT

Volce chat allows players to speak to
teammates and opponents within the game,
but In a competitive environment, some
conversations can become unpleasant. Text
chat is equally prominent among those playing
on PC and will be shown on the side of the
screen, Moderation on chots is relatively lax, so
It's Important to recognise that potentially
Inappropriate messages could arrive atany
time.

IN-GAME PURCHASES

While Marvel Rivals is free, thereis anin-game
store, selling character skins from recognisable
movies and comic-book titles, Each season also
includes o £10 Battle Pass (much like those seen
In Fortnite and Call of Duty), offering a series of
exclusive cosmetic items, These pusses don't
expire - but they can't be purchased once the
next season rolls around, creating a fear of
missing out.

CONTACTWITH (|
STRANGERS A&

With such a huge player bose, it's impossible ta
predict whom your child will be teaming up with
or playing against. They're virtuolly certain to
run into strangers through voice and text chat,
for starters, Most of these people will just be
ordinary gamers enjoying the action, but there
ls the risk of some users behaving

i y with y - either
inlentionully, or bocuusethey ‘dan't realise that
they're speaking to a child.

the age of 13 should play
e

VIOLENT CONTENT

mero s nogore In Marvsl Rivals, and the
dis ively cortoonish —

butthe playable ehamcters avnllnble vary

more tradi sL ond
supervillains, and figures llke Black Widow and
The Punisher, who use more realistic firearms.
Glven the game's hature as a shooter, this may
make some parents and carers uncomfortable
as some players will be firing these weapons at
sach other.

<« 4N

INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

The game includes some innuendos and mature
themes In the dialogue, which could expose

to content ur for thelr age,
detmctlng from a safe and family-friendly
gaming experience. As we mentioned
previously, the content of the in-game chat
cauld also be oge-inappropriate, ranging from
swearing to mature themes to potentiaily
harmful content,

Theincl of icanic ch s might make
Marvel Rivals appear more approachable than
other games In the genre, with recognisable
heroes and vlllains Ilke Spider-Man and venom.
This could Isad to more interest from younger
players, increasing the likelihood of children
playing the game without properly
understanding the risks.

;

VT
FOLLOW ESRB RATINGS

The ESRB rating for Marvel Rivals says the game shouldn't be played by
anyone under 13, Most children of that age will be able to appreciate the
moral compass of the roster of characters (people can play as Hela, the
Goddess of Death, for exampls), whils also ensuring that the violence,
however cartoonish, won't overwhelm them.

o
MONITOR OR TURN OFF CHAT

Voice and text chot con both be odjusted within the in-game settings. If you're
particularly concerned about expasing children ond young people to them,
however, you can disable both forms of chat in the game’s settings. If a child wants
to pkiy alongside friends, remind them that they can use thelr console’s party chat
feature or hosta call on a third-party service like Discord.

Meet Our Expert

Lioyd Coombes is Games Editor at the Daily Star and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands
the importance of online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, he
has been published on sites including IGN, TechRadar and plenty more,

X @wake_up_weds ) /wuwthenationalcollege

'« FAMILIARISE YOURSELF

The gams's inclusion of fun-favourite characters like Iron Man and the Hulk, plus its
Increasing popularity, means that younger Marvel fans will likely be eager to see
what the fuss is about. Since it's fres, consider playing Marvel Rivals yourself to gauge
how you feel about o child playing it. Alternatively, you could let them play against
the game‘s Alin Practice Made, until they’re old enough to compete online.

——
DISCONNECT PAYMENT OPTIONS =

Parents should ensure that no payment options - such as debit cards

- are linked to the game, to prevent unauthorised purchases and charges.

Children can be tempted by enticing in-game offers without fully understanding the
costs. Removing payment methods avolds impulsive in-game spending and Instils a
sense of financial awareness, teaching young people to be careful with their money.

)

The
National
College’

\Ne%lsgsdgé

@wake.upwednesday d @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 26.02.2025
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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R With more than two billion active users, WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service.
WHAT ARE : Its end-to-end encryption only allows messages to be viewed by the sender and any recipients:
T“E R,SKS? . not even WhatsApp itself can read them. The UK’s Online Safey Bill proposes to end such
encryption on private messaging, but for the time being, this controversial feature remains.

EVOLVING SCAMS ., B L | CHAT LOCK AND
WhatsApp's pop ity makes it a i g SECRET CODES

hunting ground for scammers. Recent examples
include posing as the target’s child, requesting
amoney transfer because of a spurious
‘emergency’ - plus a scam where fraudsters
trigger a verification message by attempting to
log in to your account, then (posing as
WhatsApp) call or text to ask you to repeat the
code back to them, giving them access.

e Sl |

coNTACTFROM ()
STRANGERS \ VIEW ONCE CONTENT Q

To start a chat, someone only needs the mobile The ability to send images or messages that can
number of the WhatsApp user they want to only be viewed once has led to some WhatsApp
message. Therefore, if a child has ever’glven users sharing inappropriate material or abusive
their number out to someone they don't know, texts, knowing that the recipient can’t reopen
that person could then contact them via them later to use as evidence of misconduct.
WhatsApp. It's also possible that the child might People used to be able to screenshot this

be added to a group chat or community (by one disappearing content - but a recently added

of their friends, for example) containing other WhatsApp feature now blocks this, citing

people they don’t know. protection of privacy.

L ; L ..
FAKE NEWS ‘ 4 VISIBLE LOCATION

WhatsApp's connectivity and ease of

use allow news to be shared rapidly - whether 7 1 & WhatsApp's Live Location feature lets users

it’s true or not. To combat the spread of - share their current whereabouts, which can be
misinformation, messages forwarded more g | helpful for friends meeting up or parents

than five times on the app now display a § | checking that their child is safe while out, for
“Forwarded many times” label and a double | example. | nyone in a user’s

arrow icon. This makes users aware that the = ) list or in a mutual group chat can also track their
message they’ve just received is far from an 3 3 ially Ieltlng gers identify a
original ... and might not be entirely factual, " child’s home address or journeys that they
CHGET make regularly.

In 2023, WhatsApp introduced a feature that lets
users keep their chats in a separate ‘locked
chats’ folder, saved behind their phone’s
passcode, fingerprint or face ID. There is an
additional feature - ‘Secret Code’ -~ where users
seta unlque password for locked chats.
Unfor this thep for
young people to hide convorsutlons and content
they suspect their p: wouldn’t app of.

v‘l A 5 e

EMPHASISE CAUTION ‘ ADJUST THE SETTINGS £ A cuarasoutPrivacy (€1

Er il to treat P ges with It's wise to change a child’s WhatsApp settings to Check in with the child about how they're using
cuullon ge( them to consider whether it sounds like . specify which of their contacts can add them to group WhatsApp, making sure they know you only have their

something a friend or relative would really send them. chats without needing approval. You can glve permission safety at heart. If you spot a Locked Chats folder, you
Make sure they know never to share personal details to My Ci or My Ci Except.... ifa might want to talk about the sort of content they've
over WhatsApp, and to be wary of clicking on any links in "‘ child needs to use Live Location, emphasise that they stored in there, who they're talking to, and why they want

messages. Setting up two-step verification adds a should enable this function for only as long as they need - to keep these chats hidden. Also, if children send any
further layer of protection to their WhatsApp account. and then turn it off. View Once content, it could be helpful to ask them why.

DISCUSS GROUP CHATS _ @  THINK BEFORE SHARING

Make children aware that there could be members of a group that they don’t know well Help children understand why it's important to stop and think before posting or

and that words can be misinterpreted. Encourage them to leave a good imp! ion, to for ing on WhatsApp. It's easy — and all too common - for content thata
avoid joining in if conversations turn towards ying, and to respond to such si i user posts to be shared more widely, even publicly on social media. Encourage children to
in an appropriate way. Make sure they know that it’s OK to leave a group chat if it makes ider how an impulsi or forwarding might damage their reputation or
them uncomfortable - or for any reason, in fact. upset a friend who sent hing to them in i

~ VA I\ i
Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and .
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber » D NGtIOI’\O'
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and ; 3 Co"e e@
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet 9

use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 19.02.2024




